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Every Thelemic organization that runs a full slate of public classes and open events
will eventually make the same inference: if we did not take promulgating the Law of
Thelema seriously, we would not put in this much work in public classes and masses.
The inference feels sound. It also skips a step. Public programming demonstrates
that an organization takes its own visibility seriously—that it wants members,
dues, foot traffic, and a name people recognize when they are looking for
somewhere to bring a question about Thelema.

None of that is shameful. Let’s be honest about something here: an organization
that cannot sustain itself cannot do anything else either. But visibility is not
identical to the thing it is supposed to serve, and the gap between the two is
exactly where the confusion sits: the assumption that a full events calendar settles
the promulgation question by itself, paired with its mirror image, the assumption
that if loud sidewalk proclamation is not happening, some purer form of it must
be missing. Neither holds up against what Crowley actually wrote about how the
Law should move through the world.

Take the sidewalk first, since it is the easier case. The idea that “Do what thou wilt
shall be the whole of the Law,” spoken cold to a stranger, is the method Crowley
had in mind runs straight into the text he delivered: “Success is thy proof: argue
not; convert not; talk not over much!” (AL 3:42). It is one of the most often
prooftexted lines in the Book of the Law, used to silence others and inhibit the
expression of the Law in public places. The line does not counsel silence—three
chapters of the Book of the Law are aimed at exactly the opposite—but it does rule
out street-corner proselytization as a privileged form of address.
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An individual who tries it and gets read back to them, correctly, as unwell has not
failed at promulgation. They have run the experiment the Book already predicted
the outcome of—no matter Crowley’s idiocy on the matter (Have I not often said
that when Crowley and Thelema clash, I’ll take Thelema over Crowley—or his fan
club?). The verses that follow are not a call to escalate; they are a call to keep
working: “success is thy proof; courage is thine armour; go on, go on, in my
strength; & ye shall turn not back for any!” (AL 3:46). Courage there means
persistence in a project, not volume directed at strangers who did not ask.

Crowley’s own institutional design—no matter what one may think of the modern
O.T.O.—confirms this was never a single-method question. Liber CXCIV, the Order’s
foundational constitution, sets radically different promulgation duties by degree:
the Prince of the Royal Secret is required to induct a literal quota of persons
before advancing, an unambiguously direct and numeric charge, while the Ninth
Degree is described moving “unseen and unrecognized” among the youngest
members, “subtly and loftily leading” by presence rather than address. One degree
recruits by the count; another persuades by proximity and example. Crowley built
both into the same Order on purpose.

Elsewhere, in “Duty,” the vector shifts again, toward reforming law and custom
directly—establishing the Law of Thelema “as the sole basis of conduct” is a
legislative project, aimed at institutions rather than individuals, and it has nothing
to do with what anyone says to a stranger on an evening walk. Three sanctioned
methods, and none of them is sidewalk evangelism: the sidewalk was never the
only door, and Crowley left more of it closed than open.

The harder question is the first one, and it deserves more than the sidewalk
question’s easy dismissal. A packed public calendar is real evidence of something
—but of what, specifically?

A course on tarot symbolism, a lecture series on astrology, an open ritual
demonstration, the pretention that an explanation of faux-Hebrew mysticism, and
obscure Victorian playacting is the same as “Thelema 101”: all of these can fill a
room, raise an organization’s local profile, and sometimes even bring in dues-
paying members, without ever once surfacing the actual claim the Law makes—
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that a new Aeon has begun, that Will is the measure of right action, that the old
dispensations no longer bind. A class indistinguishable in content from what any
secular occult shop or new-age center already offers is doing
real institutional work. It is advertising the organization, not promulgating the Law
it exists to carry. The test is not attendance; it is content. Somewhere in the room,
is the actual claim of the Law present in a form a newcomer could receive it, or is
the newcomer only receiving the Body’s name and its competence in occult
fetishism?

The positive case is easier to point to than the negative one. Gerald del
Campo’s New Aeon Magick, David Shoemaker’s Living Thelema, and Marco
Vinconti’s The Aleister Crowley Manual all pass the test without needing a sidewalk
or a quota: they take the specific content of the Law and state plainly what a
practical relation to it looks like for a reader who may never set foot in a lodge. So
does any teacher willing to do the harder translation work that Crowley’s own
prose resists—rendering Liber AL or Liber ABA: Magick into language a newcomer
can actually use, rather than merely admire the special edition, almost-but-not-
quite-leather covers sitting unused on a shelf. None of that requires stopping a
stranger on the street. It requires that the content survive contact with an
audience that did not arrive pre-committed, which is a higher bar than filling a
room to the noise of another astrology class.

But content merely passes the first cut. It does not settle everything. A class can
state the Law’s actual claim and still function as marketing if the class exists chiefly
to be counted as just another line on the calendar, another number in the annual
report, another reason a member renews. The distinction is not what gets said in the
room, but what the room is for. And frankly put, an institution can promulgate
entirely by accident on its way to advertising itself, the way a company’s
sponsored fun run improves somebody’s health on its way to selling shoes. That
the Law got said is real. That it was said in service of the organization’s visibility
rather than the stranger’s benefit is also real, and the two are not the same
achievement wearing different clothes. Call it what it is: marketing with unusually
good content, a different project that happens to look the same from the
doorway.
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The second failure sits on the other side of the same test, and an active
organization is the least likely to notice it because it produces exactly the warmth
good programming is supposed to produce. A well-attended class where everyone
in the room already holds the Law is not promulgation under any definition
Crowley used; it is fellowship, worth having on its own terms, but it borrows
promulgation’s language without doing promulgation’s work. No one present
needed access to the claim. They arrived with it already. What actually happens on
those nights is confirmation: initiates telling initiates what initiates already agree on,
filed under outreach because it happened at a scheduled public event. This is not a
minor lapse. It is comfortable, self-financing, and it can absorb most of an
organization’s programming calendar without a single newcomer ever hearing the
Law stated in a form they could use. Success is thy proof, not applause is thy
proof: a full room that arrived already convinced proves nothing about whether
the Law reached anyone who did not already carry it in.

This is the same distinction between Oz and Duty I’ve raised elsewhere, applied to
programming instead of prose. A public calendar built to protect the
organization’s respectability, fill its coffers, and keep the lights on sits
in Oz’s register: defensive, and rightly so, but reactive. A calendar built so that
somewhere in it, on purpose, the Law itself gets said—not shouted at strangers,
not buried under technique, but stated plainly to someone in the room who did
not already hold it—is doing Duty’s proactive work. Most organizations need both
registers running at once. Few check, program by program, which one they are
actually running at any given hour.

The discipline an organization owes itself, then, is not a choice between silence
and street preaching; Crowley left neither the only option and both are minor
cases next to the real one. It is an audit, offering by offering: whether the Law is
present in the room, whether someone in the room did not already hold it, or
whether all that is left is the organization’s name and its own reflection.
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